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Directed by Joel Miller be “ 
Frank Wedekind’s angry, theatrical, fiercly satirical play, 
Spring Awakening, was written between the Fall of 1890 and the 
Spring of 1891. It had a stunning impact on his contemporaries, 
the reverberations of which are felt even today. He never saw an 
uncut or uncensored version of the play during his lifetime (and 
if Bill cC-54 - the Federal Government’s censorship law - is 
passed, this will be the last opportunity to see it in Canada). 


Although Wedekind subtitled his play "A Tragedy of Adolescence"- 
and individual tragedy does indeed befall two of the three 
principal characters - it ultimately is commedia in the classical 
sense, ending with a powerful affirmation of life. 


Theatrically, Wedekind’s influence is felt to this day. His 
predecessors in German theatre were Buchner and Grabbe;: his 
descendants include such writers as Bertold Brecht, odin von 
Horvath and Friedrich Durrenmatt, the latter once remarking: "I 
don’t think that a writer of our time can ignore Wedekind". 
Although he rejected all attempts to classify his work, to place 
him in an "-ism" his plays contain strong elements of 
Expressionism and what Brecht would later dub "Epic" theatre. On 
hearing the news of his death, Brecht wrote: "...Like Tolstoy and 
Strindberg, he was one of the great educators of modern Europe. 
His greatest work was his personality." 


Joel Miller to Direct 





From 1977-85, Joel Miller was the Director of the English Acting 
Section of The National Theatre School of Canada. Prior to 
moving to Montreal in 1971, he was Assistant Artistic of Theatre 
Calgary during its initial three years. His professional acting 
and directing credits include productions at the Playhouse 
Theatre Company of Vancouver, The Art’s Club of Vancouver, the 
Saidye Bronfman Centre Theatre, the Prairie Theatre Exchange in 
Winnipeg, The National Arts Centre, la Compagnie Jean Duceppe, 
The Piggery Theatre and several productions at the Centaur 
Theatre, including Death of a Salesman, and Glengarry Glen Ross. 
Quebec audiences know him as Eric Matthewson in the television 
series La Bonne Aventure for Radio-Canada. He will soon be seen 
in a principle role in the film, April Morning, for the Hallmark 


Hall of Fame. He is currently on the Board of Directors of 
Playwrights Workshop. 
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